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(00:06) 
CD: How did your parents come to find out you were okay? 


CL: Uh that's a hard question, I never thought about that much. Uh you know, I 
wrote home, of course back in those days you couldn't phone, or anything like 
that. It was...I'm sure it was several days before they knew what went on, and 
how I came out of it. But I wrote home, not real frequently, but I know they 
eventually got word that I was okay. 


CD: Were you involved in any of the salvage or recovery efforts going on? 


CL: You know I was lucky. I didn't get assigned to one of those...boats that had to 
go out there and pick up the bodies. But I was on watch, they uh just kept us 
busy. 'Cause that of been a rough duty; I feel for the guys that did that. Yeah... 
you know we had...we had a doctor, he was the only doctor on call over at the 
hospital...there in the navy yard. And of course back in those days he said they 
didn't really have any method of taking care of burnt...sailors. All they could do is 
uh you know, give em, give em medicine and kill pain. But as far as helping them 
out of that burn situation they just didn't have any facilities for that. But he 
was...a very fine gentleman. He's since passes away. But it's interesting to listen 
to him, what he went through in that hospital. 

(01:56) 

CD: What do you...how did Pearl Harbor, and living through the attack, change 
you in any way? 


CL: Well I, I guess it matured us a little bit. We knew we were in for it, heh, after 
that happened. And we had big question marks in our minds because the minute 
the ships got sunk...yet, right away, you know, we heard of...heard of Midway and 
all of... and some of those battles that went on soon afterwards. However, our 
facility came out good in 'em. As my life went on I worked with a gentleman was 
on Wake Island. And Wake Island was one of the first islands they took. He was a 
civilian, he was a civilian that worked in the laundry there. And he wound up 
north of Japan working in a cole mine. He come out of there weighing 98 pounds. 
When they put him on a ship, he went down to the...to the...bar where he could 
get ice cream. He said he ordered a gallon; ate it all, and it likely killed him. Heh, 
heh. But he was a fine gentleman. 

(03:30) 

CD: Prior to December 7 did you have any inkling that the Japanese might want 
to do something like this to us? 


CL: Well as a kid I really didn't accept...one of the things, I was a messenger. I 
had a messenger watch one day, and our main control, this was the room where 
the, the, the engineering officer answered the bells, the number of screw turns 
and all this business. Well there was a... man from B division, that's the boiler. He 
sat in that room and he maintained steam pressure. And he told...he told each 
fire room how to many burners they should have going under their boiler. That's 
the way he maintained steam pressure, by turning on burners, and turning 'em 
off in all these eight fire rooms. Anyway, he told me, one day, that it was going to 
happen. He, he had it all figured out. So he was a ....chief boilerman in the B 
division. But that's the only thing I'd heard about it before it happened. 


(04:55) 

CD: What do you think the lesson is for- (TALKING OFF CAMERA) What do you 
think the lesson of Pearl Harbor is for us today? 

(05:15) 

CL: Well, it's, it's like...Pearl Harbor survivors, always be alert because you don't 
know what tomorrow's going to bring. I'm a little bit concerned this day and age 
about what's going on... because I think we've put all our eggs in one basket. So, 
let's hope it all works out. 

(05:43) 

CD: The uh, have you been back to the memorial? 


CL: Oh yeah, several times. Um, the last time I went was the last fiftieth 
anniversary. And both of my daughters, and son in...son in law, and grand kids, 
we all went...that one, but I haven't been back since then. 


CD: So when you go out to the Arizona and you're on the memorial, over that 
bridge, what do you think about when you're out there? 


CL: Well I think of the young guys that gave their lives. You know when you're 
younger you don't think about things like that very much. As you get older, then 
you know how much they gave, because I've had a long life, a pleasant life, and 
those, those kids were cut short. I just hope they didn't suffer when they got it. 
(07:00) 

CD: Do you recognize any of the names on the wall at the far end of the 
memorial? 


CL: Quite frankly, no I can't say that I recognize their names. I didn't really know 
them, just knew of them. But they were just like me, they were kids out of some 
little town. Went through just...they were like a grain of sand, they happened to 
be where they were, and that...that happened. 


CD: There's a million and a half visitors who go out to that battleship every year 
to pay their respects, and to experience something. As someone who lived 
through that day, not too far away from that spot, what would you say to them as 
a take away exper...as a takaway message for them to walk off that memorial? 
What would you hope they are taking away from that experience? 

(08:00) 


CL: Well, I hope they...they realize what was given there, and that they realize we 
have to be a strong nation, and we're going to continue like we are. That sounds 
kind of silly in this way, but...we've got a one-(road?) go of these last 200 years. 
And we need to accept the fact that there's always problems, and we've got to be 
prepared to take care of them. 


CD: Is there anything that I didn't ask you that you think is an important part of 
your experience and your story about Pearl Harbor that you want to share with 
the people that are going to come to this site? 

(08:57) 

CL: No I think you did a good job. I...I don't think of anything right now. 


(Crew Talks) 
CD: What's your biggest memory of that day? 
(09:30) 


CD: Clarence thank you very much for your time. 
CL: You bet. 


ROOM TONE BEGINS 10:50 
Camera pans around to get some interesting shots. Pans, rack focus, etc. 


(12:47) END OF INTERVIEW 
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